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Erin Fortenberry and Mark Presley, 
October 10.  Erin completed her master’s 
degree in occupational therapy and 
works for Pediatric Development Center 
of Atlanta, an outpatient occupational 
therapy clinic.  Mark works in software 
engineering in the corporate of!ce of 
Chick-!l-A.
Allison McCann and David Christopher 
Foy, March 13.  Allison is associate director 
of donor relations at Furman, and Chris is 
manager of accounting and administration 
for Foreign Translations, Inc.
Inga Puffer and Michael Shade, 
November 7.  They live in Greenville.
Kate Turnbull and Nate Rullman, 
October 24.  Kate is assistant director of 
reunion and leadership annual giving at
the University of Virginia in Charlottesville.
Buckley Warden IV and Michelle 
Rowling, August 22.  They live in 
Richmond, Va.
BIRTHS:  Blake and Lauren Kiser 
Meekins, a son, Bryce Edward, 
January 1.  They live in Columbia, S.C.
Jeffrey ’04 and Amy Wagner Mullins, 
a daughter, Grey Kirtland Mullins, August 
16, Baltimore, Md.  Jeff is a urology 
resident at Johns Hopkins Hospital.
06
Olivia De Castro and her sister, Karen 
DeCastro ’01 Lopez-Jordan, have 
joined with their mother, Diana, to open 
an e-commerce children’s boutique called 
Diana Classic Children.  The business is 
based in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., and 
features Furman smocking.  Visit the Web 
site, www.dianaclassicchildren.com. 
Emily Moore received her law degree 
from Campbell University’s Norman Adrian 
Wiggins School of Law and is practicing 
family law with the !rm of Marshall DuBree 
in Raleigh, N.C.
Furman ALUMNI NEWS
Brian Geppi is an assistant vice president 
working for the chief operating of!cer 
in the Corporate Treasury Department of 
Bank of America.  His wife, Kelly Shedd 
’05 Geppi, works as a health coach and 
care coordinator for Primary PhysicianCare 
and Wellness Coalition America.  They live 
in Charlotte, N.C.  
Reid Gormly appeared on the March 22 
episode of “House” on FOX TV.
Tim McCauley is working on a master’s 
degree in theology at the University of 
Notre Dame.  He is also teaching Latin 
and New Testament Greek at Marian High 
School in South Bend, Ind.
Bess Hammond Olander of Falls 
Church, Va., has been named associate 
director of research operations with The 
Corporate Executive Board.
Wayne Waldon works in marketing 
and business development with General 
Dynamics Information Technology in 
Fairfax, Va.
MARRIAGES:  Scott Christopher and 
Rachel Anne McKenna, February 20.  They 
live in Norcross, Ga.
Lauren Ham and Scott Ayers, August 30, 
2008.  They live in Fort Hood, Texas.  Scott 
is in the military and Lauren is employed at 
the Casey Memorial Library.
Mike Harris and Robin Steele, November 
14.  They live in Memphis, Tenn., where 
Mike is a district manager with Enterprise 
Commercial Trucks and Robin works for 
Wachovia Bank.
Lauren Preskitt and Brian Hall, 
September 26.  She is a counselor at 
Double Churches Elementary School in 
Columbus, Ga.  Brian is a registered nurse 
and works as house supervisor at St. 
Francis Hospital.
Jaime Webb and John Conger, December 
12.  They live in Tuscaloosa, Ala.  She is an 
associate attorney with Fisher Law Firm, 
PC, and he has his own law practice.
BIRTHS:  Andrew ’02 and Piper Lanier 
Moritz, a son, James McNair Moritz, 
August 23.  Andrew is completing a 
residency in orthopaedics and Piper 
teaches history and French at The Steward 
School.  They live in Richmond, Va.  
Joanna Rickard and Ryan “Tanner” 
Henderson ’05, a son, Davis Maxwell 
Henderson, July 30.  Joanna is employed 
as service learning coordinator in the 
Cameron School of Business at the 
University of North Carolina-Wilmington.  
Ryan is a stockbroker with Scottrade.  
Richard and Carrie Flowers 
Woodward, a son, Robert William, 
January 17, Dallas, Texas.
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THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
A sermon by Greg Dover, associate 
pastor of Earle Street Baptist Church 
in Greenville, won the !rst “Working 
Together for Peace” sermon-writing 
challenge sponsored by Safe Harbor of 
Greenville, a non-pro!t organization 
providing shelter for victims of domestic 
violence.
Lyndsey Hurst graduated from Mercer 
University Law School and is an assistant 
attorney general in the capital litigation 
section of the Georgia Attorney General’s 
Of!ce in Atlanta.  She was admitted to the 
Georgia Bar in October 2009.
Allen Mendenhall earned a master’s 
degree in English and a law degree from 
West Virginia University.  A former adjunct 
legal associate at the Cato Institute, he is 
an LL.M. candidate at the Tokyo campus of 
Temple University Beasley School of Law.  
MARRIAGES:  Carolyn Carrier and 
Michael McClimon ’08, January 2.  
Both are pursuing doctorates at Indiana 
University in Bloomington, she in 
musicology and he in music theory.
FOR McCLARTY, DeKALB TRAFFIC ISSUES DRIVE DEVELOPMENT .........................................................................
IT’S NO SECRET that one of the biggest 
problems facing metro Atlanta is its intractable 
traf!c congestion.  As head of the Chamber 
of Commerce of one of the biggest counties in 
greater Atlanta, Leonardo McClarty is knee-deep 
in the trenches of dealing with the issue.
 The 37-year-old McClarty, a 1996 
Furman graduate, has been executive 
director of the DeKalb Chamber of 
Commerce since 2005.  Located just 
east of Atlanta, DeKalb County was 
a suburb in the 1960s but is now 
as heavily urbanized as any part of 
Georgia.  With about three-quarters 
of a million people, DeKalb is the third 
most populous county in the state 
and includes the cities of Decatur and 
Dunwoody, as well as Stone Mountain 
park, Emory University and the 
Perimeter Mall commercial area along 
Interstate 285.
 Since becoming the chamber’s 
chief, McClarty has taken a stagnant 
organization with declining membership 
and a dwindling !nancial base and 
made it viable again, according to 
Delores Crowell, a region manager for 
AT&T in Atlanta.
 “He came to the chamber at a 
time that it was struggling, and his job 
was to turn it around,” says Crowell, 
who was interim director before McClarty was 
hired.
 McClarty, a political science major and 
running back on the football team at Furman, 
entered the economic development !eld after 
obtaining a master’s degree in regional planning 
from Clemson.  He moved up the career ranks 
by taking jobs in progressively larger cities before 
latching on with the DeKalb Chamber.  In 2008 
Georgia Trend magazine named him to its list 
of the state’s “40 Best and Brightest Under 40.”
 One of McClarty’s goals has been to 
encourage the chamber’s smaller members to 
become environmentally sensitive in their business 
practices.  He’s made his point by organizing 
seminars and lunch talks about what small 
companies in other metropolitan areas are doing.
 “It’s one thing to be a Xerox or a Home 
Depot and to be green and have sustainable 
practices.  They’ve got money for research and 
development, and they’ve got people who work 
in process improvement and supply chain and 
all of these specialties,” McClarty says.  “To 
companies that have !ve or six employees, 
it’s different.  We’re just trying to help them 
understand what’s out there.”
 Environmental concerns are also critical 
in the economic development component of 
McClarty’s job, particularly in terms of Atlanta’s 
traf!c and air quality.  Because of issues like traf!c 
congestion, and because of the constant rivalry 
with its much larger neighbor in Atlanta, the 
DeKalb County chamber director’s most dif!cult 
challenge will remain economic development, 
Crowell says.
  “It’s a tough battle because we’re so 
close to the city of Atlanta,” she says.  “We 
compete for the same customers as Atlanta.  
DeKalb County is so dense, there’s not a lot 
of room to bring in new industry.”
  As Georgia’s leaders have haggled 
for years — to date, without a solution — 
on how to pay for improvements to the 
region’s roads and mass transit, McClarty 
and other business proponents have tried 
to persuade elected of!cials that without a 
!rm plan, Atlanta could soon fall behind its 
Southeastern competitors, namely Charlotte, 
Nashville and Birmingham, in economic 
development.
  “Traf!c has gotten to the point where 
it dictates everything that you do,” says 
McClarty, who lives in Tucker with his wife, 
Shaneka, and 2-year-old daughter.  “It 
dictates when you take your kids to ballet or 
to baseball.  It dictates when and where you 
schedule your meetings.”
        So while land use and zoning decisions  
are often topics of discussion with companies 
looking to move to or expand in DeKalb County, 
McClarty says traf!c is on everyone’s minds.   
  “One of our strengths for the Atlanta area is 
our roads.  We’ve got the major interstates in I-85, 
I-285 and I-20,” he says.  “But the same thing 
that’s a strength is also one of our weaknesses.”
— ANDY PETERS
The author, a 1992 Furman graduate, is a reporter 
for the Fulton County (Ga.) Daily Report.  Photo 
courtesy Leonardo McClarty.
Kimberly Witherspoon has joined 
the Greenville law !rm of Haynsworth 
Sinkler Boyd in the group’s public !nance 
practice.  She earned her law degree from 
Georgetown University. 
MARRIAGES:  Lisa Gentilini and Colin 
Wilkinson, December 1, 2008.  They 
live in Tucson, Ariz.  Lisa is marketing 
communications manager for a non-pro!t 
medical foundation.  Colin works for 
Rain Bird Corporation and is completing 
his MBA degree at Eller College of the 
University of Arizona.
Catherine Lee and Mark DeBoy, 
September 5.  They live in Washington, 
D.C., where Mark is an intellectual property 
attorney and Catherine is a pediatric nurse.
ADOPTION:  Michael and Jamie Jones 
Hedges, a son, LaRue Nahom Roberts 
Hedges.  They brought him home from 
Ethiopia January 30.  They live in Conway, 
S.C.
07
Todd Arant earned a Master of Music 
degree from Emory University and has 
accepted a position as the traditional 
worship arts leader at Apex (N.C.) United 
Methodist Church.
Blake Serra of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., was 
recently promoted by IBM to South Florida 
education/government client manager.
MARRIAGES:  Laura Babcock and 
Anderson Baxley, August 8.  They live
in Clearwater, Fla.
Parthenia Luke and Mandrallius 
Robinson ’06, July 25.  He is a sports 
writer for The Greenville News and owner 
of Jungle Gem Sports.  She is the academic 
coordinator for Potential Youth Foundation 
and a part-time student at the University 
of South Carolina, working on a Master of 
Social Work degree.
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